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In the year 1212, Europe was in the midst of the Crusades, a series of
religious wars between Christians and Muslims. In the midst of this turmoil,
a group of young people set out on a journey to Jerusalem to liberate the
Holy Land. This journey, known as the Children's Crusade, was one of the
most extraordinary and tragic events in history.

Crusade by Elizabeth Laird is a gripping historical novel that follows the
journey of three young people who participate in the Children's Crusade.
William is a young boy from England who is inspired by a vision of Jesus to
join the crusade. Anaïs is a young girl from France who is fleeing an
arranged marriage. Nicholas is a young monk from Germany who is
seeking a life of adventure.

As the three young people travel across Europe, they encounter a variety
of challenges. They are met with skepticism and hostility from adults, and
they face the dangers of starvation, disease, and violence. But they also
find moments of hope and joy, and they forge unbreakable bonds of
friendship.

When the children finally reach Jerusalem, they are met with a terrible fate.
The city is under siege by the Muslims, and the children are forced to fight
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for their lives. Many of them are killed, and the survivors are sold into
slavery.

Crusade is a powerful and moving story about the power of faith, the
courage of young people, and the tragedy of war. Elizabeth Laird's vivid
prose brings the events of the Children's Crusade to life, and her
characters are unforgettable.

Praise for Crusade

"A powerful and moving story about the power of faith, the courage of
young people, and the tragedy of war." - The New York Times

"A gripping historical novel that will stay with you long after you finish it." -
The Washington Post

"A must-read for fans of historical fiction." - The Guardian

About the Author

Elizabeth Laird is an award-winning author of more than 50 books for
children and young adults. Her books have been translated into more than
20 languages and have won numerous awards, including the Carnegie
Medal and the Whitbread Award.

Laird was born in England and grew up in Scotland. She studied English at
the University of Edinburgh and worked as a teacher and journalist before
becoming a full-time writer. She now lives in France.
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