
From Classical Paths to Path Integrals
Quantum mechanics is a fundamental theory in physics that describes the
physical properties of nature at the scale of atoms and subatomic particles.
It is based on the idea that energy, momentum, angular momentum, and
other quantities are quantized, meaning they can only exist in discrete
values. Quantum mechanics has played a significant role in the
development of many modern technologies, including lasers, transistors,
and nuclear weapons.
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One of the most important concepts in quantum mechanics is the path
integral. The path integral is a mathematical tool that can be used to
calculate the probability of a particle moving from one point to another. It
was first developed by Richard Feynman in the 1940s, and it has since
become one of the most powerful tools in quantum mechanics.

The path integral can be used to solve a wide range of problems in
quantum mechanics, including the behavior of electrons in atoms, the
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evolution of the universe, and the scattering of particles from potential
barriers.

In this article, we will provide a brief overview of the path integral
formulation of quantum mechanics. We will begin with a review of classical
mechanics, followed by a discussion of the Feynman path integral. We will
then show how to use the path integral to calculate the propagator for a
particle in a potential, the scattering amplitude for a particle scattering from
a potential, and the energy levels of a particle in a bound state.

Classical Mechanics

Classical mechanics is the study of the motion of objects under the
influence of forces. The laws of classical mechanics were first developed
by Isaac Newton in the 17th century, and they have been used to great
success to describe the motion of everything from planets to pendulums.

The fundamental concept in classical mechanics is the force. A force is a
push or a pull that can change the motion of an object. Forces can be
either contact forces, which act when two objects are in contact with each
other, or non-contact forces, which act over a distance. Examples of
contact forces include friction and tension, while examples of non-contact
forces include gravity and the electromagnetic force.

The laws of classical mechanics can be used to describe the motion of an
object in terms of its position, velocity, and acceleration. The position of an
object is its location in space, the velocity of an object is its rate of change
of position, and the acceleration of an object is its rate of change of
velocity.



The laws of classical mechanics can be used to solve a wide range of
problems, including the motion of projectiles, the motion of planets around
the sun, and the motion of fluids. However, classical mechanics breaks
down when applied to the motion of objects at the scale of atoms and
subatomic particles. This is because quantum mechanics introduces a new
set of rules that govern the behavior of objects at this scale.

The Feynman Path Integral

The Feynman path integral is a mathematical tool that can be used to
calculate the probability of a particle moving from one point to another. It
was first developed by Richard Feynman in the 1940s, and it has since
become one of the most powerful tools in quantum mechanics.

The Feynman path integral is based on the idea that a particle can move
from one point to another by following any path that is consistent with the
laws of physics. The probability of a particle following a particular path is
given by the exponential of the action for that path.

The action is a mathematical quantity that is related to the energy of the
particle. The action for a path is given by the integral of the Lagrangian
along the path.

The Lagrangian is a mathematical function that describes the energy of the
particle as a function of its position and velocity.

The path integral can be used to calculate the probability of a particle
moving from one point to another for any potential energy function. This
makes the path integral a very powerful tool for solving a wide range of
problems in quantum mechanics.



Applications of the Path Integral

The path integral can be used to solve a wide range of problems in
quantum mechanics, including the behavior of electrons in atoms, the
evolution of the universe, and the scattering of particles from potential
barriers.

One of the most important applications of the path integral is to the
calculation of the propagator for a particle in a potential. The propagator is
a function that gives the probability of a particle moving from one point to
another in a given amount of time.

The path integral can also be used to calculate the scattering amplitude for
a particle scattering from a potential. The scattering amplitude is a function
that gives the probability of a particle being scattered from a potential in a
given direction.

The path integral can also be used to calculate the energy levels of a
particle in a bound state. The energy levels of a particle in a bound state
are the discrete values of energy that the particle can have.

The path integral is a powerful tool that can be used to solve a wide range
of problems in quantum mechanics. It is a fundamental tool in the study of
quantum mechanics, and it has played a significant role in the development
of many modern technologies.

In this article, we have provided a brief overview of the path integral
formulation of quantum mechanics. We have reviewed classical
mechanics, discussed the Feynman path integral, and shown how to use
the path integral to calculate the propagator for a particle in a potential, the



scattering amplitude for a particle scattering from a potential, and the
energy levels of a particle in a bound state.

The path integral is a powerful tool that can be used to solve a wide range
of problems in quantum mechanics. It is a fundamental tool in the study of
quantum mechanics, and it has played a significant role in the development
of many modern technologies.
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