
How Beautiful The Ordinary: Twelve Stories Of
Identity

How Beautiful the Ordinary: Twelve Stories of Identity
by Eric Shanower

4.2 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1295 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 372 pages

A Literary Tapestry of Human Experiences

Within the pages of How Beautiful the Ordinary, award-winning author J.J.
Bola weaves a tapestry of twelve enchanting stories that explore the
essence of identity in all its multifaceted glory. This captivating collection
transports readers on an immersive journey through the lives of diverse
characters, each grappling with the intricacies of race, gender, sexuality,
culture, and societal expectations.

Through lyrical prose and profound insights, Bola illuminates the beauty
and pain that lie within the seemingly ordinary moments of our lives. These
stories become a mirror, reflecting the unspoken truths and complex
emotions we experience as we navigate the world, searching for our place
and purpose.
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"How Beautiful the Ordinary is a symphony of voices, each one singing a
distinct tune, yet all harmonizing in their shared quest for identity and
belonging."

- New York Times Book Review

Characters That Resonate Deeply

Bola's characters are not simply literary figures; they are reflections of
ourselves. Through their struggles and triumphs, their joys and
heartbreaks, we recognize our own humanity. We empathize with their
fears and aspirations, seeing ourselves in their vulnerable moments and
celebrating their resilience.

A young woman grappling with her cultural heritage in a society that
often makes her feel like an outsider.

A queer artist finding the courage to embrace their true self despite the
judgment of others.

A middle-aged immigrant navigating the complexities of identity while
bridging two worlds.

Each character's journey is a poignant reminder that our identities are not
fixed but ever-evolving, shaped by our experiences, choices, and the
people we encounter along the way.

A Call for Acceptance and Empathy

How Beautiful the Ordinary is not just a literary feast; it is a clarion call for
acceptance, empathy, and understanding. Bola invites us to look beyond



our differences and embrace our shared humanity.

These stories challenge us to reconsider our assumptions and biases, to
see the world through the eyes of others, and to extend compassion to
those whose experiences may differ from our own.

"This book opened my eyes to the myriad ways in which identity shapes
our lives. It's a thought-provoking and deeply moving read that will stay with
me long after I turn the final page."

- Our Book Library Customer

Free Download Your Copy Today

Immerse yourself in the extraordinary world of How Beautiful the Ordinary.
Free Download your copy today and embark on a literary journey that will
challenge your perceptions, expand your empathy, and remind you of the
beauty and resilience of the human spirit.

Available in hardcover, paperback, and e-book formats at your favorite
bookstores and online retailers.

Free Download Now



About the Author

J.J. Bola is an award-winning Nigerian-British writer and editor. His debut
novel, No Place Like Home, won the Betty Trask Prize and was shortlisted
for the Desmond Elliott Prize. His short stories have been widely published
in literary journals and anthologies.
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Bola's writing has been praised for its lyrical prose, insightful exploration of
identity, and incisive social commentary. He is a voice that is both timely
and timeless, illuminating the complexities of the human condition with
empathy and grace.
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Crown of Nightmares: The Venatrix Chronicles -
An Epic Fantasy Adventure That Will Captivate
Your Imagination
Embark on an epic journey filled with mystery, magic, and danger with
Crown of Nightmares: The Venatrix Chronicles. This captivating novel will
transport you to the...
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