Making Sense of Midsummer Night's Dream: A
Student's Guide to Shakespeare's Play

William Shakespeare's Midsummer Night's Dream is one of his most
beloved and enduring comedies. The play is a delightful blend of romance,
comedy, and magic, and it has been enjoyed by audiences for centuries.
However, for students who are new to Shakespeare, Midsummer Night's
Dream can be a challenging play to understand. The language is often
complex, and the plot can be difficult to follow. This guide is designed to
help students make sense of Midsummer Night's Dream. It provides a
comprehensive overview of the play's characters, plot, themes, and
language. With this guide, students will be able to fully appreciate and
understand this timeless work of literature.
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Characters

Midsummer Night's Dream features a large cast of characters, both human
and supernatural. The main characters are:

= Theseus: The Duke of Athens. He is a wise and just ruler, but he is
also a bit of a pompous ass.

= Hippolyta: The Queen of the Our Book Librarys. She is a strong and
independent woman, but she is also deeply in love with Theseus.

= Egeus: The father of Hermia. He is a wealthy and powerful man, but
he is also a bit of a bully.

= Hermia: The daughter of Egeus. She is in love with Lysander, but her
father has promised her to Demetrius.

= Lysander: A young man who is in love with Hermia. He is a brave and
loyal friend, but he is also a bit of a hothead.

= Demetrius: A young man who is in love with Hermia. He is a
handsome and charming man, but he is also a bit of a jerk.

= Helena: A young woman who is in love with Demetrius. She is a kind
and gentle woman, but she is also a bit of a doormat.

= Oberon: The King of the Fairies. He is a powerful and mischievous
fairy, but he is also a bit of a prankster.

= Titania: The Queen of the Fairies. She is a beautiful and gentle fairy,
but she is also a bit of a jealous wife.

= Puck: Oberon's jester. He is a mischievous and playful fairy, but he is
also a bit of a troublemaker.



Plot

The plot of Midsummer Night's Dream is complex and convoluted, but it
can be boiled down to a few basic elements:

= The wedding of Theseus and Hippolyta: The play begins with the
preparations for the wedding of Theseus and Hippolyta. However, the
wedding is interrupted by a group of young lovers who are fleeing from
their parents.

= The love triangle between Hermia, Lysander, and Demetrius:
Hermia is in love with Lysander, but her father has promised her to
Demetrius. Demetrius is in love with Helena, but Helena is in love with
him.

= The intervention of the fairies: Oberon and Titania are having a
quarrel, and Oberon decides to use the love triangle to get revenge on
Titania. He sends Puck to put a love potion on Demetrius, but Puck
makes a mistake and puts it on Lysander instead.

= The lovers in the forest: Lysander and Hermia flee into the forest,
where they are pursued by Demetrius and Helena. Oberon and Titania
also intervene, and the fairies play a number of tricks on the lovers.

= The resolution: In the end, everything is resolved and the lovers are
reunited. Oberon and Titania make up, and Theseus and Hippolyta are
married.

Themes

Midsummer Night's Dream explores a number of themes, including:



= Love: The play is a celebration of love in all its forms. It explores the
different types of love, from the passionate love of Hermia and
Lysander to the more mature love of Theseus and Hippolyta.

= Magic: The play is full of magic, both real and imagined. The fairies
use their magic to play tricks on the lovers, and the lovers themselves
are often caught up in the magic of the forest.

= Dreams: The play is full of dreams, both literal and metaphorical. The
lovers dream of love and happiness, and the fairies dream of mischief
and mayhem.

= Identity: The play explores the different ways in which people can
change and grow. The lovers change their minds about who they love,
and the fairies change their shapes and sizes.

= Nature: The play is set in a forest, and the forest is a symbol of the
natural world. The forest is a place of beauty and wonder, but it is also
a place of danger and chaos.

Language

Shakespeare's language is often complex and challenging, but it is also
beautiful and expressive. Midsummer Night's Dream is full of puns,
metaphors, and other figures of speech. The play's language can be
difficult to understand at first, but it is worth taking the time to learn it. The
language is part of what makes Midsummer Night's Dream such a timeless
work of literature.

Midsummer Night's Dream is a delightful and complex play that has been
enjoyed by audiences for centuries. It is a play that is full of love, magic,
dreams, identity, and nature. The play's language is often complex, but it is



also beautiful and expressive. With this guide, students will be able to fully
appreciate and understand this timeless work of literature.
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