The Dangerous Summer: A Journey into
Ernest Hemingway's Captivating Masterpiece

. f’d&’ wfw/ .,J

= |
N R

INTRODUCTION BY JAMES AL MICHENER

Ernest Hemingway, the literary giant of the 20th century, left an indelible
mark on literature with his vivid prose and unforgettable characters. Among
his most celebrated works, "The Dangerous Summer" stands as a
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testament to his passion for bullfighting and his profound understanding of
human nature.
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Published in 1985, "The Dangerous Summer" is a non-fiction account of
Hemingway's experiences during the 1959 bullfighting season in Spain.
Hemingway, then in his mid-sixties, had a deep affinity for the corrida,
seeing it as a metaphor for life itself. In this book, he weaves together his
own observations with interviews and profiles of legendary matadors,
creating a gripping narrative that captures the essence of this dangerous
and captivating spectacle.

A Canvas of Vivid Characters

Hemingway's keen eye for detail brings to life an unforgettable cast of
characters that inhabit the world of bullfighting. At the heart of the novel is
the legendary matador Antonio Ordo6fiez, known as "El Maestro." Ordéfez
is a charismatic figure, respected for his skill, courage, and unwavering
dedication to his art.
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Alongside Ordéhez, Hemingway introduces us to other notable matadors,
including Luis Miguel Dominguin and Juan Belmonte. Dominguin,
Ordbnez's rival, is a flamboyant and controversial figure, while Belmonte is
revered as one of the greatest bullfighters of all time. These characters,
with their unique personalities and rivalries, create a fascinating tapestry
that adds depth and intrigue to the story.

The Thrill and Danger of the Corrida

Hemingway's descriptions of the bullfights are nothing short of
breathtaking. He captures the raw power and danger of the corrida, the
adrenaline-fueled moments of tension and release. Through Hemingway's
vivid prose, readers experience the matador's artistry as they dance with
death, the crowd's roar as the bull charges, and the bittersweet emotions
that follow the final blow.

Hemingway also delves into the moral and philosophical dimensions of
bullfighting. He explores the complex relationship between man and beast,
the interplay of courage and fear, and the enduring allure of a spectacle
that has both fascinated and horrified audiences for centuries.

Hemingway's Unparalleled Prose

As in all of Hemingway's works, his prose in "The Dangerous Summer" is a
masterpiece in itself. His use of precise language, evocative imagery, and
crisp, rhythmic sentences creates a reading experience that is both
immersive and unforgettable. Hemingway's ability to capture the essence
of a moment, whether it be the tension in the bullring or the despair of a lost
love, is truly remarkable.



A Timeless Classic

"The Dangerous Summer" has stood the test of time, remaining a beloved
classic for generations of readers. Hemingway's passion for bullfighting, his
deep understanding of human nature, and his unparalleled prose combine
to create a work that is both thrilling and thought-provoking. Whether you
are a long-time fan of Hemingway or a newcomer to his writing, "The
Dangerous Summer" is an essential read that will leave a lasting
impression.

Ernest Hemingway's "The Dangerous Summer" is a masterpiece of non-
fiction that transports readers into the heart of the bullfighting world. It is a
vivid account of human courage, passion, and the enduring allure of
tradition. Through Hemingway's exceptional prose, we experience the thrill
and danger of the corrida, meet unforgettable characters, and gain a
profound understanding of the human condition. "The Dangerous Summer"
is a timeless classic that continues to captivate readers with its authenticity,
emotion, and undeniable literary brilliance.
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