
The Trail Beckons: 100 Years of Cross-
Country Skiing in the Gatineau
The Gatineau Hills, located just north of Ottawa, Ontario, are a popular
destination for cross-country skiers of all levels. With over 200 kilometers of
groomed trails, the Gatineau offers something for everyone, from beginner
skiers to experienced racers.
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But the Gatineau's ski trails didn't just appear overnight. They are the result
of over a century of hard work and dedication by a group of passionate
skiers. The history of cross-country skiing in the Gatineau is a story of
innovation, determination, and love for the outdoors.

The Early Days
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The first recorded instance of cross-country skiing in the Gatineau Hills was
in 1884, when a group of skiers from Ottawa skied from the city to
Wakefield, Quebec. At the time, there were no groomed trails, and skiers
had to break their own trail through the deep snow.

In 1910, the Ottawa Ski Club was founded, and one of its first missions was
to develop a network of cross-country ski trails in the Gatineau Hills. The
club's members worked tirelessly to cut and groom trails, and by the 1920s,
the Gatineau had become a popular destination for cross-country skiers
from all over Eastern Canada.

The Golden Age

The 1930s and 1940s were a golden age for cross-country skiing in the
Gatineau. The sport was growing in popularity, and the Gatineau Hills were
becoming known as one of the best places in Canada to cross-country ski.

In 1932, the Ottawa Ski Club held the first Canadian Cross-Country Ski
Championships in the Gatineau Hills. The championships were a huge
success, and they helped to put the Gatineau on the map as a cross-
country skiing destination.

During the 1940s, the Gatineau Hills were also home to some of Canada's
best cross-country skiers. skiers such as Conrad Kain, Alex Audette, and
Lloyd Langlois competed in the Olympics and won numerous national and
international championships.

The Modern Era

After the war, cross-country skiing in the Gatineau Hills continued to grow
in popularity. In the 1960s, the Gatineau Park Commission was created,



and the commission took over the management of the ski trails in the park.

The Gatineau Park Commission has continued to invest in the cross-
country ski trails in the Gatineau Hills. In recent years, the commission has
added new trails, upgraded existing trails, and installed new lighting. As a
result, the Gatineau Hills are now one of the best places in Canada to
cross-country ski.

The Future of Cross-Country Skiing in the Gatineau

The future of cross-country skiing in the Gatineau Hills is bright. The sport
is growing in popularity, and the Gatineau Park Commission is committed
to maintaining and improving the cross-country ski trails in the park.

With its beautiful scenery, challenging trails, and welcoming community, the
Gatineau Hills will continue to be a popular destination for cross-country
skiers for many years to come.

The history of cross-country skiing in the Gatineau Hills is a story of
innovation, determination, and love for the outdoors. From its humble
beginnings to its modern-day popularity, the Gatineau has been a place
where skiers of all levels can enjoy the beauty and challenge of cross-
country skiing.

Today, the Gatineau Hills offer over 200 kilometers of groomed cross-
country ski trails, making it one of the best places in Canada to ski.
Whether you're a beginner or an experienced racer, you're sure to find a
trail that's perfect for you.



So what are you waiting for? The trail beckons! Come and experience the
beauty of cross-country skiing in the Gatineau Hills.
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